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Were it my bufinefs to underftand phyfick, would not the 
fafer way be to confult nature herl'elf in the hiftory of difeafes 
and their cures, than efpoufe the principles of the dogmatifts, 
methodifts or chymifts. Locke. 

2. Medicines } remedies. r , 

In itfelf we defire health, phyfick only for health s fake. 

Hooker, l). V./. 40. 

Ufe phyfick or ever thou be fick. Ecclufi. xviii. ig. 

Prayer is the beft phyfick for many melancholy difeafes. 

1 Peacham. 

He ’feapes the beft, who nature to repair 
Draws phyfck from the fields in draughts of vital air. Dryd. 

3. [In common phrafe.J A purge. 

The people ufe phyfick to purge themfelves of humours. 

Abbot's Defcription of the Wirld. 
iTo Phy'sick. v. a. [from the noun.] To purge; to treat 
with phyfick ; to cure. 

The labour we delight in, phyficks pain. Shakefp. 

It is a gallant child ; one that indeed phyficks the fubjeft, 
makes old hearts frefh. Shakefp. TVinter's Tale. 

Give him allowance as the worthier man; 

For that will phyfick the great myrmidon 
Who broils in loud applaufe. Shakefp. 

In virtue and in health we love ta be inftru£ted, as well 
as phyfickcd with pleafure. L'EJlrange. 

Physico theology. n.f. [from phyfico and theology.'] Divi¬ 
nity enforced or illuftrated by natural philofophy. 
Physio'gnomer. in./, phyfionomifie, Fr. [from phyfiognomy .] 
Physio'gnomist. i One who judges of the temper or future 
fortune by the features of the face. 

Digonius, when he fliould have been put to death by the 
Turk^ a phyjiognomer wiflied he might not die, becaufe he would 
fow much diffention among the Chriftians. Peacham. 

Apelles made his pictures fo very like, that a phyfiognomifil 
and fortune-teller, foretold by looking on them the time of 
their deaths, whom thofe pictures reprefented. Dryden. 

Let th c phyfiognomifis examine his features. Arb. and Pope. 
Physiogno mick. J adj. [(pvtsioyi/upLovixoi; from phyfiog- 
Physiogno'monick. 5 nomy. ] Drawn from the contempla¬ 
tion of the face ; converfant in contemplation of the face., 
PHYSIOGNOMY, n. f [for phyfiognomony ; (pvrio'yvufACvlcc ; 
phyfionome , Fr.] . 

1. The a£t of difeovering the temper, and foreknowing the 
fortune by the features of the face. 

In all phyfiognomy, the lineaments of the body will difeover 
thofe natural inclinations of the mind which diffimulation will 
conceal, or difeipline will fupprefs. Bacon's Nat. Hijl. 

2 . The face; the caft of the look. 

The aftrologer, who fpells the ftars, 

Miftakes his globes and in her brightei eye 

Interprets heaven’s phyfiognomy. Cleavcland. 

They’ll find i’th’ phyfiiognomics 
O’ th’ planets all men’s deftinies. Hudtbras. 

The end of portraits confifts in exprefling the true temper 
of thofe perfons which it reprefents, and to make known their 
phyfiognomy. Dryden's Dufrefnoy. 

The diftinguifeing charafters of the face, and the li¬ 
neaments of the body, grow more plain and vifible with time 
and age ; but the peculiar phyfiognomy of the mind is moft 
difcernible in children. . . Lo f ie ' 

Physio logical, adj. [from phyfiology.] Relating to the doc¬ 
trine of the natural conftitution of things. . 

Some of them feem rather metaphylical than phyfiological 
notion <• Boyle. 

Physio'locist. n.f. [from phyfiology .] One verfed in phy- 
fioloav ; a writer of natural philofophy. 

PHYSfO'LOGY. n.f. [(punt and Xiyu ; phyfiologie, hr.] I he 
doctrine of the conftitution of the works of nature. 

Difputing phyfiology is of no accommodation to your de- 
r * G lanvill $ ocept. 

°Philofophcrs adapted their defcription of the deity to the 
vuloar, otherwife the conceptions of mankind could not be 
accounted for from their phyfiology. Bentley s Sermons. 

Physy. n. f. [I luppofe the lame with fufee.] See r usEE. 
Some watches are made with four wheels, feme have 
ftrings and phyfiles, and others none. Lock< f 

Phyti'vorous. adj. [(pvlo'v and voro, Lat.] That eats grafs 

or any vegetable. , , ... 

Hairy animals with only two large foreteeth, are all pbyti- 
vorous, and called the hare-kind. . . . . a ' J \ 

Phytography. n. f. [(pulo'v and y^xpu.] A defcription of 

Phytolooy. n.f. [tpulov and yg*?>«-] The do&rine of 
plants; botanical difcourfe. . 

p/acl f. . ». f [, piatulum , Lat.] An enormous crime. A word 

not ufed. . 

To tear the paps that gave them fuck, can there be a 
greater blade againft nature, can there be a more execrable 
and horrid thing ? HoweVs England's Tears. 

Pi a'culaR- \ a( ij [ placularis , from piaculum, Lat.] 
Pia'culous. 1 J 

1. Expiatory; having the power toattone. 

2. Such as requires expiation. 
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It was placulous unto the Romans to pare their nails upoa 
the nundinse, obferved every ninth day. Brown. 

3. Criminal; atrociouflybad. 

While we think it fo placulous to go beyond the ancients, 
we muft necefiarily come fhort of genuine antiquity and 
truth. Glair-dill's Sccpt. 

PIA-MATER. n.f. [Lat.] A thin and delicate membrane, 
which lies under die dura mater, and covers immediately the 
lubftance of the brain. 

Pi'anet. n.f. 

1. A bird ; the leffer wood-pecker. Bailey. 

2. The magpie. This name is retained in Scotland. 

Pia'steR. n.f. [piajlra, Italian.] An Italian coin, about five 

{hillings ftcrling in value. DiS}. 

PIAZZA, n.f. [Italian.] A walk under a roof fupported by 
pillars. 

He flood under the piazza. Arb. and Pope s Scrtblerus. 
Pica. n.f. Among printers, a particular fize of their types or 
letters. This dictionary is in lmall pica. 

Picako'on. n.f. [from picare, Italian.] A robber; a plun¬ 
derer. 

Corfica and Majorca in all wars have been the nefts of 
picaroons. Temple's MifctUanies. 

Pi'ccage. n.f. [piccagium, low Lat.] Money paid at lairs for 
breaking ground for booths. Ainf. 

To Pick. v. a. [picken, Dutch.] 

To cull; tochufe; to feledt; to glean; to gather here and 

there. . 

This fellow picks up wit as pigeons peas. bbakefip. 

He hath pick'd out an aft, 

Under whofe heavy fenfe your brother’s life 
Falls into forfeit. Shakefp. Meajurefor Meafure. 

Truftme, fvyeet. 

Out of this filence yet I pick'd a welcome; 

And in the modefty of fearful duty 
I read as much, as from the rattling tongue 
Of laucy and audacious eloquence, Shaktfip. 

Contempt putteth an edge upon anger more than the hurt 
itfelf; and when men are ingenious in picking out circum- 
ftances of contempt, they do kindle their anger much. Bacon. 

The want of many things fed him with hope, that he 
{hould out of thefe his enemies diftrefles pick fome fit occa- 
fion of advantage. Knolles’s Hijtory of the Turks. 

They mult pick me out with {hackles tir’d, 

To make them fport with blind aftivity. Milton. 

What made thee pick and chufc her out, 

T’ employ their forceries about f Hudtbras. 

How many examples have we feen of men that have been 
picked up and relieved out of Itarving neceffities, afterwards 
confoire againft their patrons. L'EJlrange. 

If he would compound for half, it {hould go hard but he’d 
make a Ibift to pick it up. Xty™*' 

A painter would not be much commended, who mould 
pick out this cavern from the whole iEneids; he had better 
leave them in their obfeurity. Dryden. 

Imitate the bees, who pick from every flower that which 
they find moft proper to make honey. Dryden. 

He that is nourilhed by the acorns he picked up under an 
oak in the wood, has certainly appropriated them to himielf. 

Locke, 

He afked his friends about him, where they had picked up 
fuch a blockhead. Addifon's Spectator, N “167. 

The will may pick and chufe among theie objects, but it 
cannot create anyto work on. Cheyne's Philofophical Principles. 
Deep through a miry lane Ihe pick'd her way, 

Above her ankle rofe the chalky clay. 

Thus much he may be able to pick out, and wdhng to tr 
fer into his new hiftory ; but the reft of your charaflff will 
probably be dropped, on account of the antiquated ftik 

are delivered in. . 

Hcav’n, when it drives to polife all it can 
Its laft, beft work, but forms a fofter man. 

Picks from each fex, to make the fav rite bleft, r P 

2 . To take up ; to gather; to find induftnoufly 
You owe me money, Sir John, and now you 

rel to beguile me of it. Shakefp. Hen iv. 

It was believed, that Perkin’s efcape was »* 
king’s privity, who had him all the time of his flight 
line ; and that the king did this, to pick a quarrel yII _ 

t0 They are as peevifh company to themfelves ^ 

neighbours ; for there’s not one c.rcumftance in 
they {hall find matters to pick a quarrd at. rhomfon. 

Pick the very refufe of thofe harveft fields. .leaning 

3. To feparate from any thing ufelefs or noxious, by gleam 0 
out either part; to clean by picking away filth. 

For private friends: his anfwer was. 

He could not ftay to pick them in a pile . - Ctr ; } lanut. 
Of mufty chaff. . , . j an <rerouJ to 

It hath been noted by the ancients, 3 ^ the 

pick one’s ears whilft he yawncth ; for feat iny <? 0 f 
Linot parchment of the ear , ***%$$%£ 
the breath. 



samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Language 





J 111 

m it 1 


.1 


P I c 

He mil and mils his thoughls for converfatioi., by hip- 
fl-nt fome, and communicating others. Addifon. 

pr You g not to wafh your hands, till you have packed 

Vo by gathering off gradually anything adhering. 

4 ’ T Hone is a pleafant premeditation of enjoyment; as when 
.W P expeas, till his mafter has done picking a bone. More. 

\ P^urr P Fr ] To pierce; to ftrike with a {harp inftrument. 

5 ' [ S an apple with a pin full of holes not deep, and fmear 
it % fpiritsf to fee if the virtual heat of the ftrong waters 

^KetSr a‘fmall wart or fiery puftule, being healed by 

totwf « wi,h " ai,s ’ 

6 ’ T The«ycTh« “ckc^a’is'Ltet the ravens of the valley 

flrallUur. , _ . 

r [ The oth 5 ‘night I fell afleephere, and had my pocket/.^/; 
this houfe is turn’d bawdy-houfe, they pick pockets. Shakefip. 

They have a defign upon your pocket, and the word con 
feience is ufed only as an inftrument to pick it. South. 

g. To open a lock by a pointed inftrument. 

Did you ever find 

That any art could pick the lock, or power 
Could force it open. Denham 

To Pick a hole in one's coat. A proverbial expreffion tor 
9 ‘ one finding fault with another. 

To Pick. v. n. 

1 To eat flowly and by fmall morfels. 

Why ftand’ft thou picking ? is thy palate fore, 

That bete and radices will make thee roar. Dryden. 

2. To do any thing nicely and leifurely. 

He was too warm on picking work to dwell, 

But faggoted his notions as they fell. 

And if they rhym’d and rattl’d, all was well. Dryden. j 
Pick. n.f. A {harp-pointed iron tool. 

What the miners call chert and whern, the ftonc-cutters 
nicomia, is fo hard, that the picks will not touch it; it will 
not fplit but irregularly. IVoodward on Fofiftls. 

Pi ckapack. adv. [from pack, by a reduplication very common 
in our language.] In manner of a pack. 

In a hurry (he whips up her darling under her arms, and 
carries the other a pickapack upon her {houlders. L'Ejlr. 

Pi’ckaxe. n. f [fick and axe.] An axe not made to cut but 
pierce ; an axe with a {harp point. 

Their tools are a pickaxe of iron, feventeen inches long, 
fharpened at the one end to peck, and flat-headed at the other 
to drive iron wedges. Carew's Survey of Cornwall. 

I'll hide my niaftcr from the flies, as deep 
As thefe poor pickaxes can dig. Shakefp. Cymbelme. 

As when bands 

Of pioneers, with fpade and pickaxe arm’d. 

Forerun the royal camp, to trench a field. Milton. 

Pi’ckback. adj. [corrupted perhaps from pickpack.] On the 
back. 

As our modern wits behold. 

Mounted a pickback on the old, 

Much farther off. Hudtbras. 

Pi'cked. adj. [pique, Fr.] Sharp ; fmart. 

Let the' ftake be made picked at the top, that the jay may 
not fettle on it. Mortimer's Hufibandry. 

ToPi ckeer. v.a. [piccare, Italian.] 

1. To pirate; to pillage; to rob. 

2. To make a flying fkirmifh. Amfwortb. 

No fooner could a hint appear. 

But up he ftarted to pickeer. 

And made the ftouteft yield to mercy. 

When he engag’d in controverfy. Hudibras. 

Picker, n.f. [from pick.] 

1. One who picks or culls. 

The pickers pick the hops into the hair-cloth. Mortimer. 

2 . A pickax ; an inftrument to pick with. 

With an iron picker clear all the earth out of the hills. 

Mortimer's Hufibandry. 

Picke'rel. n.f. [from pike.] A fmall pike. 
Pickerel-weed. n. f. [from pike. ] A water plant, from 
which pikes are fabled to be generated. 

'I he luce or pike is the tyrant of the frefh waters; they 
are bred, fome by generation, and fome not; as of a weed 
called pickerel-weed, unlefs Gofner be miftaken. JValton. 
Pickle, n.f. [pekel, Dutch.] 

1. Any kind of fait liquor, in which flefti or other fubftance is 
preferved. 

Thou {halt be whipt with wire, and ftew’d in brine. 
Smarting in lingring pickle. Shakefpeare. 

Some filh are gutted, fplit and kept in pickle ; as whiting 
and mackerel. Carew's Suivey of Cornwall. 

He inftru&s his friends that dine with him in the beft pickle 
for a walnut. Addifon's Spectator, N° 482. 

A third fort of antifcorbuticks are called aftringent ; as 
capers, and moft of the common pickles prepared with 
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Arbuthnot on Aliments* 

vinegar. 

3. Conduiorf; fta^A word of contempt andridicule ^ 

3 How cam’ft thou in this pickle? f b/fwav 

A phyfician undertakes a woman with (ore eyes , lu Y 
was to dawb ’em with ointments, and while fee way 
pickle, carry off a fpoon. J ‘ 

Poor Umbra, left in tills abandon d pickle , ,, . 

a hedge, which in fome countries is called a pingle. BhilUp - 
To Pi ckle, v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To preferve in pickle. 

Autumnal cornels next in order ferv a. 

In lees of wine well pickl'd and preferv d. Dryden. 

They feall have all, rather than make a war, 

The Straits, the Guiney-trade, the herrings too i . 

Nay, to keep friendfeip, they feall pickle you. Dryden* 

2. To lcafon or imbue highly with any thing bad: as, a pick t 

rogue, or one confummately villainous. . . 

Pi'ckleherrimg. n.f. [pickle and herring. ] A jack-pudding , 
a merry-andreW ; a zany; a buffoon. 

Another branch of pretenders to this art, without horie or 
pickleherring, lie fnug in a garret. . Spectator, N 572. 

The pickleherring found the way to feake him, for upon 

his whillling a country jig, this unlucky wag danced-to it 

with fuch a variety of grimaces, that the countryman could 
not forbear finding, and loft the prize. Addif. Spctt. 

Pi'cklock. ». f [pick and lock.] ... , 

1. An inftrument by which locks are opened without the key. 

We take him to be a thief too, Sir ; for we have found 
upon him. Sir, a ftrange picklock. Shakefpeare. 

Scipio, having fuch a picklock , would fpend fo many years 
in battering the gates of Carthage. Brown. 

It corrupts faith and juftice, and is the very picklock that 
opens the way into all cabinets. L’EJlrange. 

Thou raifedft thy voice to deferibe the powerful Betty or 
the artful picklock, or Vulcan fwcating at his forge, and (lamp¬ 
ing the queen’s image on viler metals. Arbuthnot- 

2 . The perfon who picks locks. 

Pickpocket. \n. J\ [pick and pocket.] A thief who ucals, 
Pi'ckpursE. J by putting his hand privately into the pocket 

I think he is not a pickpurfe nor a horfeftealer Shakefpeare. 

It is realonable, when Elquirc South is lofing his money 
to (harpers and pickpockets, I (hould lay out the fruits of my 
honeft induftry in a law fuit. Arbuthnot's Hifii. of J. Bull. 

Pickpockets and highwaymen obferve ftridt juftice among 
themfelves. . Bentley's Sermons. 

His fellow pickpurfe, watching for a job. 

Fancies his fingers in the cully’s fob. Swift. 

A pickpurfe at the bar or bench. Swift. 

If a court or country’s made a job. 

Go drench a pickpocket, and join the mob. Pope. 

Picktoo'th. n. f. [pick and tooth.] An inftrument by which 
the teeth are cleaned. 

If a gentleman leaves a picktooth cafe on the tabic after 
dinner, look upon it as part of your vails. Swift. 

Picktha'nk. n.f. [pick and thank.] An officious fellow, 
who does what he is not defired ; a whifpering parafite. 

With pleafing talcs his lord’s vain ears he fed, 

A flatterer, a ptekthank, and a Iyer. Fairfax. 

Many tales devis’d. 

Oft the ear of greatnefs needs muft hear. 

By fmiling piektbanks and bafe newfmongers. Shakefp. 

The bufinefs of a pickthank is the bafeft of offices. 

L'EJhemge. 

If he be great and powerful, fpies and piektbanks generally 
provoke him to perfecute and tyrannize over the innocent and 
the juft. South's Sermons. 

Pict. n. f [pifins, Lat.] A painted perfon. 

Your neighbours would not look on you as men. 

But think the nations all turn’d piiis again. Lee. 

Picto rial, adj. [from pitlor, Lat.] Produced by a painter. 
A word not adopted by other writers, but elegant and ufeful. 

Sea horfes are but grotefco delineations, which fill up 
empty fpaces in maps, as many piflorial inventions, not any 
phyfical feapes. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

Picture, n.f. [pitfura, Latin.] 

1. A refcmblancc of perfons or things in colours. 

Madam, if that your heart be fo obdurate, 

Vouchfafc me yet your pi Bure for my love. 

The picture that is hanging in your chamber. Shakefp. 
PiBures and feapes are but fecondary objects, and pleafe 
Of difpleafe but in memory. Bacon's Natural Hifiory. 

Devouring what he law fo well defign’d, 

He with an empty picture fed his mind. Dryden. 

As foon as he begins to fpcll, as many pUtures of animals 
fhould be got him as can be found with the printed names to 
them. Locke. 

2 . The fcicnce of painting. 
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